N O T I C E
PLEASE POST

As you may already know, the Capistrano Animal Rescue Effort, a non-profit organization formed to establish a humane animal care and adoption center in San Juan Capistrano, has entered into a unique partnership with the County of Orange to rescue lost and abandoned animals picked up within the San Juan Capistrano city limits.  This agreement is the first of its kind, and will stand as a model for other rescue groups in cities that also contract for animal services with the County of Orange.

Under the close supervision of the Director, the Orange County Animal Care Center and C.A.R.E. have formed an agreement to save all adoptable San Juan animals picked up by County Animal Control officers and taken to OCACC, or that are relinquished there by San Juan Capistrano residents.

Currently the law requires that all animals picked up within the County’s jurisdiction, be taken to the County facility and held there for a period of 5 days, to allow their owners an opportunity to locate and claim them.  After that period is over, C.A.R.E. (who has a hold/reservation on San Juan animals) is contacted.
The animals are spayed, neutered and immunized at the County facility, and checked a second time by our own local veterinarian upon adoption from the County by C.A.R.E.  After a brief isolation period and well check & release, they are made available for adoption to the public.

Currently, CARE houses their cats at the cattery at PetsMART and advertises them on the CARE web site and Petfinder.com.

CARE has been successfully involved in this special relationship with the County of Orange for over 9 years, and look forward to seeing the County expand this concept throughout their 22 other contract cities in Orange County.

Therefore, we would like to request that if you or your staff find or accept a stray animal from San Juan Capistrano, you will immediately call Orange County Animal Control at 949/249-5160 and allow this program to succeed.  It is the best way for an owner to find their lost pet or for an unclaimed animal to find a good home.
***The County makes one exception; if the stray animal is 8-10 weeks of age or under, a pregnant mother or injured, CARE can take the animal in directly without it having to go to the County.  So call CARE at 949/240-1735 for instructions.
We thank you for your support and participation in what we hope will be a new beginning for all lost and abandoned San Juan Capistrano animals.
The C.A.R.E. Board of Directors

