


There are many issues that will take place when you take your new companion home. I would like to address what I think are some of the more common ones. When you observed your new acquisition in a kennel setting, a behavior had established itself through the necessity for survival. When you take your new companion home you will need to give immediate direction, especially in the first seventy-two hours. If you have another dog at home you should have introduced them on neutral territory, perhaps in your neighborhood. Not a place that is too common for your existing pet. They should both be on leash and walked near and past each other and then gradually closer only allowing a positive response. Remember a negative response will be more difficult to overcome.  Allow then to socialize and then take the acquisition to the new home, always keeping the dog on leash, especially in the home. About five to ten minutes later bring home the original occupant keeping both leashed. Make sure there are no toys or food left around. On a relaxed leash, not allowing them to pull on or strain at the leash. If this takes place you are defining territory and may be building defensiveness. Allow them to interact in a positive way. Define the area for your new dog not allowing them to run rampant or unattended. The way they behave the first time home is the way they will likely behave setting a precedent in behavior. What needs to be established is “passive inhibition”, that is not allowing them to make mistakes or create unwanted behavior.

If there are cats that need to be introduced, the dog is of course on leash controlled by the new owners. Try to avoid the cats running away from the dog. They may be brought into the room with the cat wrapped in a towel for your safety and theirs. Try to keep them calm and allow mutual observation. If it seems positive place the cat on the floor and allow a slow introduction; again try to avoid flight by the cat. If this happens two things occur. First the cat establishes a flight response and in doing so ignites prey drive in the dog. This is negative for all.

 As much as possible the dog must be on leash when interacting within the new family. The first seventy-two hours are a time frame that offers the best opportunity to establish social dominance within the new family (Pack) after that time you will see an undirected dog start to push the envelope to see what it can get away with. Screaming at the dog will show that you are out of control and do more to excite or traumatize some. The word “No” should be established to mean something other than just a sound overly used. “No”, demands a correction. A correction defined is an interaction (i.e. through leash, collar, or touch) that is firm and quick enough to stop the unwanted behavior but not so strong as to cause the dog to go into avoidance. The new owner should seek professional advice and training for the most advantageous outcome and results. 

Every animal deserves patience and understanding by the new owner, to offer anything less will only add to the confusion and stress already experienced by this animal. Most animals have suffered stress and confusion from previous owners, situations and experiences of being challenged in the shelter experience. Be sensitive and do not have unrealistic expectations. Before you give up, seek professional help and advice and try to understand your pets’ behavior from their point of view not yours. They are not human thus they do not behave, perceive, feel nor understand as we do. What you have initiated is important make sure it happens!
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