Guidelines for Introducing Your New Cat/Kitten
1. Have both cat’s nails clipped.  Each cat should have their own bowls, their own litter box and their own bed to start.
2. Prepare a small room or bathroom; kitty litter, water, scratching post (large and heavy, full adult size or it will tip over and the kitten will be spooked and not use it).  Block any hiding places.….frightened kitties will find them.

3. Ready your cat carrier or box to bring kitty home.  If possible, place your resident cat’s bedding inside.  Your intent is to make the newcomer smell like your cat.  Or you can take a washcloth that has been dampened with vinegar to the shelter and wipe the kitten down lightly to remove all human odors.

4. Someone other than yourself should carry the kitten into your home and into the prepared room, so your resident cat doesn’t get jealous of you.  Open the carrier and leave without touching or talking to the kitten.  (If you used a box, turn it on its side to make a den and safe place for the kitty to return to for a feeling of security.  This is its bed for the next few hours or days.)

5. Give your cat a treat, some extra attention and go about your normal routine.  Your cat will smell the kitten and go to the door…possibly hissing and growling or just sitting and wondering.  Do allow this.  It is normal.  They will communicate.  Leave them ALONE.

6. If your cat gets bored or leaves the area, without fanfare, without speaking, without touching, open the door, leave it ajar, and leave, LEAVE.  The kitten will stay where it is secure or….curiosity and the need for “love and companionship” will cause it to venture out.  ALLOW IT TO FIND YOUR CAT….NO HELP FROM YOUR PLEASE!!!! PROMISE!!!  Keep an eye out, but do not interfere.  Do not talk to or touch this kitten.  If the kitten does not have YOU to bond with, it will seek out your cat and this will draw them together.  The hissing will not doubt continue but in all probability, they will be cementing a friendship.

7. Reassure your cat now with quiet conversation and reference to the new friend IT FOUND…use its name and your cat’s name OFTEN.  If new kitty is a teenager or adult cat…a bonding takes longer…days or sometimes weeks.  It is up to you to supervise the periods of introduction, putting the newcomer back in his room as necessary.  You continue to keep your scent off the kitten by picking it up with the bedding.  The share periods will become longer until you know they are friends or tolerating each other.  Until then, keep them separated if you leave.  BE PATIENT, as this friendship is important to both animals and YOU.  The kitten is desperate for love, the teenager wants a buddy and the adult thinks he doesn’t want to share your love…but usually accepts the fun of a companion.  LET IT HAPPEN…always at their pace.

8. You must decide when to allow a shared litter box, eating in the same room, etc., and they will let you know.  Don’t push it!  They may never want it.  You don’t like everyone you meet…neither do CATS.  RESPECT their choices and everyone can be happy.  






