Mixing Outdoor/Indoor Cats 

Cats in this part of Southern California exposed to the hazards of outside life live an "average" of two years. Those not exposed, yet protected live an average of fifteen years.

Mixing an outdoor cat with an indoor cat exposes the indoor cat to many of the hazards that shorten the expected lifetime. Examples include FIV, CoEV mutating to FIP, FeLV, Coccidia,  Toxoplasmosis, ringworm and many others.  Although some might argue that there are vaccines for some of these diseases, the net efficiency rates of those vaccines are among the lowest, offering limited protection. Fleas and mosquitoes with their related parasites, along with additional parasites brought in and shared between cats, also cause health related problems.  

Free access to the outside results in free access for all cats in the household. If one cat can go outside, the other will follow.  Animal access doors provide unlimited access for all animals small enough to fit through the access port.

Although possible, it is not likely that a long-term commitment to keep a new cat indoors will succeed in most homes with an indoor/outdoor cat.  Rather than the cats, most failures relate to the basic understanding and belief system of the owner who continues to let the resident cat remain outdoors.  Basically, they do not understand the added risks or the outdoor cat would have already been converted to an indoor cat. 
CARE provides web resources in the forms of links to websites that help owners make this transition.

CARE utilizes volunteers who foster, clean cages, attend adoption day events, participate in fundraising, and provide health care and behavior modification for the cats and dogs.  The CARE Feline Adoption Review Committee feels a strong obligation to those Volunteers, our Members and Supporters to place CARE cats into homes where the cat has a stronger possibility for a long healthy happy life.

In the case of a CARE cat or kitten, the odds of her living to be fifteen years of age would be significantly reduced if allowed to be adopted to someone who already has an resident outdoor cat.  The chances that the home would convert the new cat to outdoors are very high.  We agree that some outdoor cats live to be twenty.  Far too many do not live to see their first birthday. As a result, CARE strongly believes that a cat is much better off kept a few more weeks on public display, with lots of attention and exercise, rather than to be placed into a home where their life expectancy is reduced from 180 months to only 36 months.

