San Juan Capistrano, along with 22 other Orange County cities, contracts for animal control services with the County of Orange.

Each year thousands of stray dogs and cats are transported to the County Shelter in Orange, where they wait to be claimed or adopted into a new home.  
CARE has a partnership with OC.  After the 5-day wait period, CARE is notified of all adoptable SJC animals not claimed.  CARE has 1st reservation on adoptable cats & last (4th) reservation on adoptable dogs.  CARE works with the County to make sure all adoptable SJC animals find homes.
*If a stray animal is 8-10 weeks of age or under, a pregnant mother or injured, CARE can take the animal directly without it first having to go to OC.
The volunteers of CARE hope you share our love and concern for these animals.  We would like to offer you the opportunity to get involved and help us make a difference in their futures. 

Please join with us by becoming a CARE member.  Consider volunteering your time at an event, foster an animal, or donate money or services to help us provide for, shelter and adopt these lost and homeless pets.



*     *     *

“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated.”


               Mahatma Gandhi
ADOPT FOR LIFE, 

OR NOT AT ALL

Pet adoptions can often become a 10 to 20 year commitment to house, love and provide medical care for your pet.  Make a wise decision before adopting an animal and don’t add your new pet to the homeless statistics.
REASONS WHY OWNERS OFTEN DECIDE TO SURRENDER PETS TO SHELTERS:

1. Too many pets in the house

2.   Owner is moving

3. Allergies

4. Cost of pet maintenance

5. Landlord doesn’t allow pets

6. Behavioral problems

7. Inadequate facilities

8. Owner having personal problems

9. Doesn’t get along with other pets

10. New baby in the home
C. A. R. E.

Capistrano Animal Rescue Effort
P. O. Box 1089

San Juan Capistrano, CA 92693

949/240-1735

949/240-1771 FAX

email: info@capoanimalrescue.com
www.capoanimalrescue.com
Annual memberships start at $25

Jr./Sr. memberships start at $15/yr.
CARE provides humane animal rescue and adoption services for stray and homeless San Juan Capistrano animals, and for San Juan Capistrano owner relinquished animals on a space available basis.
Visit our animals at the San Juan Capistrano PetsMART store or on line at www.capoanimalrescue.com
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A Non-Profit 501c3 Charitable Organization
Tax I.D. #33-0923931
With your help, we can save the lives of the lost, abandoned and homeless animals in San Juan Capistrano.

*C.A.R.E.  also has a unique “Second Chance Program” that allows us to rescue adoptable animals from the County Shelter that are picked up in other cities, as space in our program is available.
Please get involved and help us make a difference in the lives of these special creatures.

All we ask is that you C.A.R.E.  

ADOPTION QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

1.
Why do you want to adopt?

· Companionship

· Love of animals

· To save a pet from death

· Companion for another pet

2. How should the pet be cared for?

· Responsible adult (with children as participants)

· Caregiver/trainer
· Rules agreed to by all members of the household

3. Are you prepared for the financial obligation?

· Annual vaccinations

· Health emergencies & long term care

· Boarding/pet sitting

· Training

· Supplies & medicines

4. Will a pet match your lifestyle?

· Research breed traits

· Match your household

- Size of animal vs. space

- Children’s ages
- Other pets

- Obligations away from home
5,
Is everyone in the family committed to a new pet?

· The pet should be a shared companion, not a source of disagreement  

6.
Will your lifestyle affect your new           family pet?

· Adaptation to other pets
· Learning new household rules

· Training lessons

· Exercise program

· Extra time for kittens/puppies

· Veterinary appointments

· Feeding/grooming/playtime

6. How will the new addition fit into your family routine?

· Parties/visitors-Unlocked gates & open doors lead to lost pets.
· Travel plans-Immediate boarding or pet sitting can dishearten the animal.
7. Can you control holiday dangers?

· Poinsettias, fir trees, mountain laurel (all poisonous)
· Chocolate (toxic)
· Aspirin in tree water (toxic)
· Tinsel, ornaments, cellophane

· Ribbons/threads/yarns

8. Are you harried/hurried/emotional?

· Calm decision making + planning = wise adoptions

9. Are you prepared to accept some “little” accidents?

· Confusion about rules

· Chewing your “whatever’s”

· Potty accidents

If your family spends lots of time at home, adoption can be right for you.  Otherwise, consider waiting until you have the time to devote to a new pet.

Or, consider adopting animals in pairs for shared companionship.

“GIFT” QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
1. Why are you considering “gifting” a pet?

· Person expressed a wish. (Volunteers relate how often a dog or cat chooses its family.  So, the new family should participate in the selection process for the magic to occur.  Personality match is very important!)
· “Replacement” of a lost or deceased pet. (Tricky territory, as each pet is individual and there are no true replacements.)
· Someone perceived as lonely. (Adult children often misunderstand their parent’s desired freedom.)
· Your own love of animals. (However well meaning, this is not a good reason.)
2. Need a gift to wrap?

· Stuffed animal or figurine

· Cat or dog information books

· Gift certificate

Consider CARE’s guidelines for giving pets as gifts, to bring long lasting joy to both the pet and the adopting family.  That way, the “feel good” part of the gift will last a lifetime for the giver, the recipient and the gift.
